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out first consulting the Emperor and obtaining his sanction.
This, however, did not mean a blunt refusal or even in-
difference to Pierre's supplications, for the Duke offered
to accompany him to Prague for further consultation with
the Emperor.1 After nine days of festivities,2 the two
princes left for the imperial capital and were met with
cordiality by Charles IV (1347-78) whom Machaut praises
very highly.3 Feasts, the like of which the King had never
seen elsewhere, and splendid tournaments, were held for
three consecutive weeks.4 At last, when Pierre disclosed
to his august host that the real aim of his visit was to seek
'aid and comfort' for his holy enterprise,5 Charles suggested
holding a conference with the two other central European
monarchs of Hungary and Poland at Cracow for mutual
decision and united action.6 At the Polish capital, the
Emperor declared himself whole-heartedly for the crusade,
and the other kings also strongly supported his view.7
Before the adjournment of the meeting, a resolution was
passed to the effect that special dispatches should be
sent to the German princes inviting their collaboration
1 ib., 11. 939 et seq.                        2 ib., 11. 975-8.
3 ib., 11* 987 et seq.
'On ne porroit en nulle terre
Nul plus sage homme de li querre,
C'on dit $a & dela les mons
Que c'est li secons Salemons.*   (989-92).
4 ib., 11. 1122 et seq.                      5 ib., 11. 1204-11.
6 ib., 11. 1212 et seq.   The author of the Annales $. Cruch Polonlcae (ed.
Pertz, Mon. Germ. Hist., XIX, 684) wrongl7 pkces the conference in 1363
and further states that the Kings of Hungary, Denmark and Bohemia were
present, but that of the Mon. Poloniae (II, 630) mentions the princes of
Hungary, Cyprus, 'Dacia' and Poland; cf. lorga, M/zteres, 195 note.
The fullness of detail in Machaut's description of the itinerary of the
Emperor and the King illustrates the importance of the writer's source.
From Prague the two princes went
*A Bresselau, Liguenisse,
A Nuistat, i Suedenisse;
Costen, Calk, Buton, Glagouve
Passerent, & par Basenouve;
De la en Cracoe arriverent.'   (1272-6).
These towns may be identified as Breslau, Liegnitz, Neustadt, Schweidnitz,,
Kosten, Kalisz, Beuthen, Glogau, Baranow and Cracow respectively.
7 Machaut, 11. 1289 et seq.